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4Z STREETCHOPPER06.05

NOW,YOU'DTHINKTHAT
BULLRIDING ANDGETTING
KNOCKEDOUTA LOTWOULDN'T

LANDYOURASSATARTISTRY

IN IRONASONEOF25 TOP

BUILDERS,there by invitation

only. Andthen again,it wasthe

only bikein the showthat leaned

to the right or hadoverfive grand
I worth of Damascusonit either.But

thosearethe kindof detailsthat

makeit a GPDesignsbike.That is
exactly what GeorgePacheco,

ownerof GPDesigns,is knownfor,
the details.Pullall thosedetails

together andget themrolling
downthe road,andall thosebull

ridingconcussionsstart to look

like just what the doctorordered.
So,Georgehasthis philosophy



that in buLLriding, it's reaLLyyouagainst

yourself,andif youcanstay focused,you

canrideanything.Healsotold ushis head

was not in the gamethe daya buLLknocked

himout of the baLLpark,causinghimto loose

a third of a kidneyandsomeintestinesand

stuff. Timefor a careerchange.Andno,it

wasn't buildingbikesright away,it was
doingconstructionwork. Maybethat's where

hegot hisbuildingvalues.WhenGeorgedid

start buildingbikes,hefoundthat hewanted

thingsdonea certainway andwashavinga

hardtime getting it. Havinga visionof what

youwant in your mindis not alwayseasyto

translate into reality unlessyoudo it your-
self. EnterGPDesigns.GeorgeseeshimseLf

as a sculptor,somehaveclay, othersmar-

ble,but George,he'sgot biLLetaluminum.

Justthe openbeLtprimarycagealoneon this

choppertook 80 hoursin labor.It consists

of a lo-piece billet designfuLLypolishedand

chromed.Georgeevendesigneda fuLLouter

bearingsupportin this unit with Longevity

in mind.Healsotook BiLLetBoyshubsand
madehisown40-spokewheels,not to men-

tion creatinga hiddenmountonthe front

fenderto createthe iLLusionof afloating
fender.But that's just the tip of the iceberg.
Thefive grandin Damascuswe mentioned

earlier is in the craftsmanshipasweLL.Frank
GambLeheLpedGeorgeout with this artistic

element.Damascusis patternweldedsteel

andit's usedfor its exotic appearance.You

see,smithsweldtogether a few hundred
layers of hardandsoft steel andthen etch it
in acid.Theacidattacks the hardandsoft

steel in different ratesresulting in a visible

pattern in the steel.WhentaLkingwith

George,mixedinwith the crazystories
abouthis life andthe lineof daredevilshe

comesfrom, arecountlessdetailsaboutthe
bikeshebuildsandaLLthe attention hededi-

catesto eachpiecehecreatesfor eachbike.
Whiletalking aboutthe cage-mounted ~




