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NOW, YOU’D THINK THAT
BULL RIDING AND GETTING
KNOCKED OUT A LOT WOULDN’T
LAND YOUR ASS AT ARTISTRY
IN IRON AS ONE OF 25 TOP
BUILDERS, there by invitation
only. And then again, it was the
only bike in the show that leaned
to the right or had over five grand
worth of Damascus on it either. But
those are the kind of details that
make it a GP Designs bike. That is
exactly what George Pacheco,
owner of GP Designs, is known for,
the details. Pull all those details
together and get them rolling
down the road, and all those bull
riding concussions start to look
like just what the doctor ordered.

So, George has this philosophy




that in bull riding, it's really you against
yourself, and if you can stay focused, you
can ride anything. He also told us his head
was not in the game the day a bull knocked
him out of the ballpark, causing him to loose
a third of a kidney and some intestines and
stuff. Time for a career change. And no, it
wasn’t building bikes right away, it was
doing construction work. Maybe that's where
he got his building values. When George did
start building bikes, he found that he wanted
things done a certain way and was having a
hard time getting it. Having a vision of what
you want in your mind is not always easy to
translate into reality unless you do it your-
self. Enter GP Designs. George sees himself
as a sculptor, some have clay, others mar-
ble, but George, he’s got billet aluminum.
Just the open belt primary cage alone on this
chopper took 8o hours in labor. It consists
of a 10-piece billet design fully polished and
chromed. George even designed a full outer
bearing support in this unit with longevity

in mind. He also took Billet Boys hubs and
made his own 40-spoke wheels, not to men-
tion creating a hidden mount on the front
fender to create the illusion of a floating
fender. But that’s just the tip of the iceberg.
The five grand in Damascus we mentioned
earlier is in the craftsmanship as well. Frank
Gamble helped George out with this artistic
element. Damascus is pattern welded steel
and it's used for its exotic appearance. You
see, smiths weld together a few hundred
layers of hard and soft steel and then etch it
in acid. The acid attacks the hard and soft
steel in different rates resulting in a visible
pattern in the steel. When talking with
George, mixed in with the crazy stories
about his life and the line of daredevils he
comes from, are countless details about the
bikes he builds and all the attention he dedi-
cates to each piece he creates for each bike.
While talking about the cage-mounted  »







